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B A H A M A S  

KEY FACTS 
COMPANIES 

THE INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPANY (IBC) IS AN EXTREMELY VERSATILE AND ADAPTABLE 
CORPORATE ENTITY FOR PRIVATE PORTFOLIO HOLDING COMPANIES, TRADING COMPANIES, 
MUTUAL FUNDS AND PROPERTY HOLDING COMPANIES. 

BAHAMIAN IBC FEATURES 
> A minimum of one shareholder and one director 

> No requirement to file annual returns or financial statements 

> Bearer shares are not permitted 

> Registered shares can be held in nominee form 

> Board meetings can be held anywhere in the world and can be conducted by telephone 

> Purchase and ownership by the company of its own shares is permitted 

> Statutory power is given to IBCs to engage in any lawful activity 

> Corporate domicile can be changed to another jurisdiction 

> The words Limited, Corporation, Incorporated, Société Anonyme, Gesellschaft mit beschrankter Haftung, Sociedad Anónima  
or the abbreviations “Ltd”, “Corp”, “Inc”, “GmbH” or “S.A.” can be used in a company’s name to denote limited liability 

> Amendments to the Memorandum and Articles of Association can be easily made 

> The board of directors can determine, by resolution, the rights attaching to classes of shares 

> IBCs can conduct business with Bahamians directly and may also own Bahamian real estate, but will in these cases be subject  
to local exchange controls and stamp duty 

> Details of the directors and officers of an IBC must be filed with the Registrar and are open to public inspection 

> Incorporation under the Act is straightforward and can normally be completed in two to three days 

> Company names can be reserved by telephone or online 

> A company is deemed incorporated on the day incorporation papers are filed with the Registrar of Companies; the certificate  
of incorporation is issued shortly after the filing of incorporation papers and payment of the relevant government fee 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
Our company service includes the incorporation of companies with both standard and specialised memoranda and articles of 
association. We also provide a full range of post-incorporation services including the provision of registered agent and registered 
office, directorships, shareholder nominee services, documentation preparation and records maintenance. 

Documentation provided with each incorporated IBC includes: 

> The original memorandum and articles of association 

> Three certified copies of the memorandum and articles of association 

> Certificate of incorporation 

> Subscriber’s minutes appointing first directors 
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> Corporate seal 

> A share register, register of directors, register of officers, and share certificates 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES (LLCS) & GUARANTEE COMPANIES 
For tax purposes some onshore fiscal authorities (e.g., United States, Japan) will treat as partnerships, companies which include in 
their corporate structure features customarily found in partnerships. To assist users of these corporate “pass-through” entities, the 
Bahamas permits the above types of companies to be incorporated as IBCs. 

 

 

      
  PEOPLE LED   1,100 STAFF   FUNDS 
  TECH ENABLED   25 JURISDICTIONS   PRIVATE CLIENTS 
  GLOBAL COVERAGE   47,000 ENTITIES   CORPORATE CLIENTS 
  TAILORED SERVICE   $177BN AUA   MARITIME 
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